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But it is not so much the justice as the
necessity of the case which we would plead
as our excuse. Mr. Mill's method of criti-
cism has reduced the question to a very
narrow compass. Either Sir W. Hamilton,
instead of being a great philosopher, is
the veriest blunderer that ever put pen to
paper, or the blunders are Mr. Mill's own.
To those who accept the first of these
alternatives it must always remain a marvel
how Sir W. Hamilton could ever have
acquired that reputation which compels even
his critic to admit that "he alone, of our
metaphysicians of this and the preceding
generation, has acquired, merely as such,
an European celebrity;" how he could have
been designated by his illustrious opponent,
Cousin, as the " greatest critic of our age,"
or described by the learned Brandis as